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New home construction keeps pace with population
demands.
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Regional population is expected to continue to increase through 2020.

Population - Santa Rosa, Okaloosa, Walton Counties

Forecast

Forecast

Thoroughfares must be able to accomodate increased
traffic.
tion with local planning agencies. Through proactive
early involvement, Eglin can better understand and
meet the community�s needs.
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“Okaloosa County

realizes the economic

benefit of Eglin and we

are committed to

protecting the Range

and Resources. Working

together, we can

continue to make a difference.”
�Kathie O�Dell

Okaloosa County Commission

hunting, fishing, camping and swimming. It is clear that the
Eglin Range plays a vital role in meeting key community
infrastructure needs.

Partnership
As the community continues to grow, Eglin will work
cooperatively to enhance economic development and
quality of  life without impacting the long-range
military viability of  Eglin AFB and its missions. The
strategy is to identify needs and plan early in coopera-

“We are absolutely

committed to working

and cooperating with

the community.”
�Robert Arnold, AFDTC/DR

Director, Requirements
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Much planning has been accomplished over the years
by numerous organizations that use and support the
Range. In the past, these efforts were coordinated with
other users but were not thought of  as planning
elements supporting a Range General Plan. With the
adoption of  the Air Force planning process for the
Range, these independent planning efforts are for the
the first time beginning to have a synergistic impact on
each other. As a result, a new perspective of  the
Range is unfolding.

Here is the status of  the independent planning element
efforts as they are before the adoption of  a compre-
hensive planning program by the Test Wing. As these
elements are reviewed and folded into a true Range
comprehensive plan they will take on additional
importance to each other and their direction will be
adjusted to focus on supporting the Range Objectives
and Planning Areas.

Composite Constraints and

Planning Elements Status
Opportunities

Natural Resources Management Plan

A DOD award-winning plan based on ecosystem
management is in place to effectively guide wise
stewardship of  the Eglin Range. Ongoing scientific
studies are underway to broaden the knowledge of  the
Range ecosystems.

Cultural Resources Management Plan

An extensive cultural resource study has been com-
pleted with additional studies underway.

Environmental Quality Plan

A Range-wide Environmental Baseline Study has been
accomplished with a five-year program to extend the
study to the test area level.

Noise Plan

A Range noise study is underway to characterize the
on- and off-base noise impact.

Range Safety Plan

An extensive safety program is in place that ensures all
testing is done safely. It deals with methodology to
plan and execute test and training programs safely
within the confines of limited resources.

of  the AFDTC Environmental Management Director-
ate is responsible for Range fire protection through
controlled burns and fire fighting operations. Exten-
sive study and planning has occurred.

Transportation Plan

No formal plan exists. Studies have occurred to
develop a Range road system while reducing erosion.

Land Use

Infrastructure

Utilities Plan

The 96 Civil Engineering Group is responsible for
developing a utilities master plan for the Range. No
formal plan exists but there are projects to improve
the water and electrical systems on the Range.

Communications Plan

There is an extensive plan completed by the 96
Communications Group that supports the Range
operation through the installation of fiber optics to all
required test areas and sites.

Fire Protection Plan

The Natural Resources Management Division

Typical Range Okaloosa darter stream.


